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Presenter

Jessica Benjamin, Ph.D., has been a practicing 
psychoanalyst in New York City for over 35 
years and is a Clinical Professor at the New York 
University Postdoctoral Psychology program in 
Psychotherapy. She is known as a contributor to 
the development of relational psychoanalysis and 
its interrelation with feminism as well as the theory 
of intersubjectivity. She is the author of four books: 
The Bonds of Love (1988); Like Subjects, Love 
Objects (1995); Shadow of the Other (1998); and 
Beyond Doer and Done To-Recognition Theory, 
Intersubjectivity and the Third (2017). 

As a graduate student in Frankfurt Germany in the 
late sixties she studied critical social theory with an 
emphasis on its psychoanalytic and socialization 
theories. After completing her doctoral work 
(with R. Sennett at NYU) she spent several years 
in the field of infancy research. This philosophical 
and research background as well as her work as a 
psychoanalyst gave rise to her conceptualization of 
self and gender development and her focus on the 
complex problem of recognizing the other. In the 
last decade she turned her attention to recognition 
in relation to collective trauma, especially in 
the Middle East, where she helped found The 
Acknowledgment Project.

The Counseling Center at Christian Theological 
Seminary is honored to welcome Jessica and  
all those who attend this conference.

Conference History 

The Spirituality and Psychotherapy 
Conference at Christian Theological 
Seminary (CTS) was established in 1999, 
and has continued annually through 
generous support from our sponsors 
and partners. The conference serves as a 
forum for dialogue among mental health 
and pastoral care professionals interested 
in the spiritual and psychological 
dimensions of life.
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Schedule

Friday, March 16

6:30–7 PM: Registration

7–9 PM: Evening Lecture 
Responsibility and Repair in Relationship to the Other

Dr. Benjamin is known for offering a relational 
psychoanalytic perspective in which recognition of 
the other plays a crucial role in the development of 
the self. In this lecture, she presents this view along 
with a discussion of the psychoanalytic notion of 
reparation. She will discuss how relational repair 
can help to free people from the troubling binary of 
“doer” and “done to” by way of a psychology based 
on the non-violent position of respect for all suffering.

Saturday, March 17

8:30–9 AM Registration 
Continental Breakfast for CTS Alumni

9–11:30 AM: Morning Workshop 
From Enactment to Play I

In this workshop, Dr. Benjamin will discuss the theory of 
enactment and its psychotherapeutic use. Enactment, 
she will propose, has a bi-directional nature that results 
in a tension between repetition and repair. Drawing 
on the work of Gregory Bateson, Dr. Benjamin will 
offer a way to think about holding this tension in an 
intersubjective or “third” space.

12–1 PM: Lunch

1–4 PM: Afternoon workshop 
From Enactment to Play II

This workshop will be a continuation of the morning 
session and consider case examples of enactment and 
acknowledgment. There will also be time for discussion 
about Dr. Benjamin’s conception of intersubjective space 
and its practical import.
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Complete and mail this form  
to attn.: Linda Bush, CTS 
or register online at  
www.sp2018.eventbrite.comRegister

  Before March 1 (Fri.-Sat. w/Sat. lunch) $100 ________

  After March 1 (Fri.-Sat. w/Sat. lunch) $120 ________

  Friday only $70 ________

  Saturday only (includes lunch) $105 ________

  CEU contact certificate $5 ________
 CEU contact hours: Friday 2;  
 Saturday 4.5; Friday + Saturday 6.5

I would like to make a donation to CTS  ________

  Please designate my contribution for  
 counseling student scholarships.

  TOTAL $ ________

Name

Address

City            State  Zip 

Phone

Email

Organization membership:  IU Health  FCP  ISPT   
 CIFOJ   IAMFT  ICA  AAPC  CTS alum

Other:_________________________ 
 
Special meal request:   vegetarian   vegan

Send completed registration form with check or money 
order payable to CTS: Attn: Linda Bush, lbush@cts.edu

Who Should Attend? The lecture 
and workshops are appropriate for 
members of the public, including lay 
people, ministers and chaplains—as well 
as therapists and other mental health 
care providers. 
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